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State of Emergency Declared In Delaware Due To Snow 
Residents Directed To Remain In Place And Not Travel On Roads 

 
Dover – Governor Ruth Ann Minner declared a state of emergency at 9:20 a.m. Sunday in the 
face of the heaviest snowstorm in six years and ordered all Delaware residents and visitors to 
stay off the roads. 
 
The heavy rate of snowfall and projections provided to the Governor by the National Weather 
Services of up to 20 inches convinced her that declaring a state of emergency was warranted, 
she said. The snowfall is expected to continue through Monday afternoon. 
 
“DelDOT is reporting to me that the conditions on roads are poor and getting worse,” Gov. 
Minner said. “Visibility is less than 1/8 of a mile and there is significant drifting of snow in 
some places.” 
 
“In addition, while the intensity of the snowfall may lessen this afternoon, it is expected to pick 
back up, so those who feel they are safe venturing out may well be stranded,” Gov. Minner 
said. “Therefore I strongly urge and direct people currently in Delaware to remain where they 
are.” 
 
“Also, with the possibility of flooding in the early morning hours Monday, I especially 
encourage residents of the Delaware bay beaches and the back bays to monitor radio and 
television for any messages from emergency officials,” Gov. Minner said. 
 
Under the declared state of emergency, the Governor has ordered: 
 

 Only emergency vehicle and those involved in responding to the snow storm be 
permitted on Delaware roads; 

 
 Any abandoned cars on Delaware roads may be towed immediately at the owners 

expense in order to eliminate hazards and facilitate snow clearing; 
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 The Delaware National Guard and the Department of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Control to position heavy machinery around the states where it can 
assist in road clearing, in emergency calls by police, fire or medical personnel, or in 
reaching flooded areas on Monday; 

 
 DelDOT and the State Police to close roads and bridges as necessary; 

 
 Public transportation to cease operations; 

 
 State parks to close;  

 
 Bid laws be suspended for the purchase of snow-related supplies by state government; 

and 
 

 Non-essential state employees not to report to work until further notice. 
 
If any person has a medical or other emergency, they are urged to call 911 so a plan can be 
made to reach them rather than attempting to venture out on their own. 
 
“This is a very serious storm that is expected to last for some time and people should take it 
seriously and remain in their homes,” Gov. Minner said. “The intense rate of snowfall means 
we will have a hard time keeping main highways clear and secondary and back roads may not 
even be touched until Monday.” 
 
Residents and state employees are urged to monitor local radio and television stations, visit 
www.delaware.gov online and click “Closings and Delays” or visit www.state.de.us/dema for 
updated information. 
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